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Grant and Sherman made plan
that ended Civil War
by Jeff Suess, jsuess@cincinnati.com

The beginning of the end of the Civil War
can be traced to a planning session held in
a Cincinnati hotel.

Burnet House hotel Downtown
served as the site
of historic strategy session.

On March 20, 1864, two of the Union’s
most celebrated generals, Ulysses S. Grant
and William Tecumseh Sherman, holed up
in a parlor of the Burnet House, an elegant
hotel at the northwest corner of Third and
Vine streets, to devise a strategy to crush
the Confederacy.

At the time, the historic meeting garnered merely a single paragraph in The
Cincinnati Enquirer, running beneath the day’s theater listings.
“Sight seekers thronged the hotel,” the newspaper reported, but there were
no speeches or public announcements. No one knew what was going on
behind closed doors.
Two Genesee Community College
professors, Derek Maxfield will portray
General Ulysses S. Grant and Tracy Ford
will be the more charismatic General
William Tecumseh Sherman.
Maxfield has worked as a history professor the past 10 years at GCC. He wrote
the script in the 45-minute presentation.
“We are both looking for new ways to
reach out and educate,” Maxfield said.
Ford is in his 19th year of teaching
English at GCC. Maxfield and Ford have
both been part of living history events
at GCC, portraying famous people from
the past.
The presentation as the two generals
Continued on page 2

The result of that meeting would be borne out over the next year, effectively
bringing victory for the Union.
Grant and Sherman, two generals from Ohio
In 1864, the war was turning in the Union’s favor and President Abraham
Lincoln finally found an effective military commander in Grant.
Grant may have been overly fond of cigars and Old Crow bourbon, but he
had success on the battlefield, notably the siege at Vicksburg and the Battle
of Chattanooga.
So, in March 1864, Lincoln promoted Grant to lieutenant general – making
him only the third man in U.S. history, after George Washington and Winfield
Scott, to hold that rank – and made him general-in-chief in command of all
the Union armies.
Grant wired Sherman to join him in Nashville to discuss military reassignments, and to accompany him as far as Cincinnati on his way to Washington,
D.C., to assume command.
Continued on page 2
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is based on historic resources and
references.
“It’s really an experiment and a new
way of teaching,” Maxfield said about
the event.
Grant is a calm and reserved personality, while Sherman is the opposite.
“It really is the Tracy Ford show in
many ways,” Maxfield said.
He reached out to his colleague about
portraying Sherman because Maxfield
said Ford resembles the general and
has an engaging personality.
Ford welcomed the chance to bring
out Sherman’s character.
“You read about a character in a book
and it’s a very two-dimensional thing,”
Ford said. “Sherman is quite vigorous,
chain smoking cigars and pounding
bourbon. It gives you a human face.”
Ford will have an unlit cigar during the
presentation and a liter of unsweetened tea.
Ford praised Maxfield for creating the
script and pushing for the production.
“He is the brains and I’m the frenetic
energy,” Ford said. “It has been a lot
of fun. This is another way to do it
and spread it out into the community.”

Grant

The Queen City may have been on the way to the capitol by train, but it was
also familiar to both men.
Grant was born in Point Pleasant in Clermont County and raised in nearby
Georgetown. His parents had relocated across the river to Covington, and
Grant visited often.
Sherman was from Lancaster, Ohio, about 30 miles southeast of Columbus.
Early in the war, he had battled with war correspondents from the Cincinnati
newspapers and the Cincinnati Commercial had called Sherman “insane” in
December 1861, staining his reputation.
Sherman’s summary: ‘We finally settled on a plan’
The Burnet House had its own reputation. When it opened in May 1850, the
hotel was the cream of the crop in the West. The Illustrated London News had
called it “the finest hotel in the world.” Its register would eventually boast celebrities and presidents. Abraham Lincoln had been a guest in February 1861
on his way to his inauguration.
On March 20, Grant and Sherman, along with their wives and staffs, checked
in. The generals set up in Parlor A on the hotel’s second floor and placed
sentries at the door to keep eavesdroppers out. They spread maps out on the
table and, in a cloud of cigar smoke, made plans for how to end the war.
Col. S. M. Bowman, a member of Sherman’s staff, described the scene in
“Sherman and His Campaigns”:
“In a parlor of the Burnet House, at Cincinnati, bending over their maps, the
two generals, who had so long been inseparable, planned together that colossal structure ... and, grasping one another firmly by the hand, separated, one
to the east, the other to the west, each to strike at the same instant his half of
the ponderous death-blow.”
Grant, in his autobiography, explained that Sherman was to attack Gen.
Joseph Johnston’s army in the South and capture Atlanta and the railroads,
effectively cutting the Confederacy in two. Grant was to pummel Gen. Robert
E. Lee in Richmond, Virginia.
Sherman famously summed up their strategy: “We finally settled on a plan.
He was to go for Lee, and I was to go for Joe Johnston. That was his plan. No
routes prescribed ... It was the beginning of the end as Grant and I foresaw it
here ...”
Their plan was not exactly the famous “March to the Sea,” as is sometimes
claimed, though it led to it. Sherman’s memoirs said he developed that notion
in November when he ordered the burning of Atlanta’s public buildings and
arsenals, leaving the city a ruin. He then cut a 300-mile swath to Savannah,
Georgia, inflicting $100 million in property damage and destroying the resources the South needed to wage war.
For Grant’s part, he battered Lee’s forces, with tremendous casualties on both
sides, until Lee surrendered at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9,
1865, ending the war.
‘Historical incident’ remembered’
A few months later, on June 30, Sherman returned to the Burnet House for a
reception. The Enquirer reported that he told the crowd of what he called the
“historical incident” of the year before.

Sherman

“In this very hotel, and, I believe, in the very room from which I emerged in
stepping upon this terrace, we spread out the maps, and consulted and decided upon the routes which the two armies should march. As there and then
decided upon, their programme was carried out, and the war concluded,”
Sherman said.
Parlor A became a sort of shrine and often played host to military gatherings
for the Grand Army of the Republic and the Loyal Legion, a society of Civil
War veterans.
The hotel and street had declined by the early 20th century, and the historic
Burnet House closed on July 16, 1926, replaced by an annex for the Union
Central Life Insurance Company Building (now PNC Tower). Its last day was
marked by a reception with guests in period dress and impersonators of the
Continued on next page
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hotel’s most illustrious guests, Lincoln, Grant, and Sherman.
A historical marker was placed on the site in 2012.
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A plaque for the Galt House hotel in Louisville also lays claim to the
Grant-Sherman planning session when they stayed there on March 19, 1864.
Perhaps the generals did discuss the plan there as well; we don’t know how
much was discussed en route, though neither participant mentioned the hotel
in their memoirs.
As for what transpired at the Burnet House, we have Sherman’s word for that.
“Here’s the old Burnet House. It’s a historical place. In that ... room
Grant and I made up our plan which sent me on the march to the sea
and him to capture Lee.” – Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman, May 1, 1888,
as quoted in The Cincinnati Enquirer

Today in Civil War History
1862 Thursday, January 16

General, CSA
Felix K. Zollicoffer

Western Theater
General Felix Zollicoffer has commanded a Confederate force guarding
against a Union drive through the Cumberland Gap since the middle of 1861.
Five regiments of infantry and 12 guns are at Mill Spring on the Cumberland,
while on the north bank at Beech Grove he has a further two regiments and a
strong cavalry force. At ﬁrst glance the positions appear strong, on bluffs high
above the river, but the terrain gives artillery no real ﬁeld of ﬁre, and lines of
communication are terrible. The rebels have exhausted local sources of provisions, and few supplies are crossing the 130 miles from Knoxville. By the time
General Thomas Crittenden arrives and assumes command, the Confederate
troops are surviving on half or even one-third rations.

King Christian IX

1863 Friday, January 16
Naval Operations
The Confederate commerce raider Florida eludes the Federal blockade and
slips out of Mobile Bay. Over the next year and a half the raider will take some
15 Northern vessels as prizes, mostly in the waters of the West Indies.

1864 Saturday, January 16

Otto Bismarck

Europe
Prussia and Austria present their ultimatum to King Christian IX of Denmark,
bringing Europe to the brink of war. Bismarck orchestrates the Prussian
demand for Denmark to abandon its new constitution and Schleswig-Holstein.
Prussian troops occupied the Duchy of Holstein during December. In Britain
Palmerston thunders against the Prussian aggression but is privately aware
that intervention is militarily and politically impossible. In France Napoleon III
is equally horriﬁed but powerless. The smallest, lingering hope that Britain or
France might recognize the Confederacy is snuffed out by the European crisis.
Lord Palmerston

1865 Monday, January 16
The North
Francis P. Blair meets with Lincoln, revealing the details of his discussions with
Jefferson Davis. He outlines the Confederate peace plan, based on recognition of the Confederacy, followed by joint action against Maximilian’s Imperial
government in Mexico.
Eastem Theater
Two drunken sailors wander into the magazine of Fort Fisher with lanterns.
Moments later the 13,000 pounds of powder detonate, killing 25, injuring 66,
and leaving 13 men unaccounted for. Many of the casualties are from the
Continued on page 4
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169th New York who were sleeping on the grassy mound above the magazine. President Davis wires Braxton Bragg urging him to counter-attack and
retake the fort. With Fort Fisher in Union hands, Wilmington is now shut off
and the Confederacy is completely isolated.
The South
By 14 votes to two, the Confederate Senate passes a resolution that Robert
E. Lee should be appointed commander-in-chief of the armies of the Confederacy. Beauregard is appointed to command in South Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida, while Joe Johnston regains command of the Army of Tennessee.

Women in the Civil War
Mary Boykin Miller Chesnut
The election of Abraham Lincoln as president of the United States in November 1860 motivated normally reserved Southern women to become more engaged in political activities. The wife of U.S. Sen. James Chesnut from South
Carolina, who resigned from the Senate following Lincoln’s election, changed
her opposition to secession from the Union despite fear of the turbulence
that was to follow.
During the four long years of civil conflict, Mary Boykin Chesnut kept a diary
that chronicled the activities of Confederate officials. Published 40 years after
the Civil War, “A Diary from Dixie,” edited by Isabella D. Martin and Myrta
Lockett Avary, is a treasure trove of insight, as well as gossip.
After her husband became an army general and aide to newly-appointed
Confederate President Jefferson Davis, Mary Chesnut had access to the rich
and powerful. She learned, for example, female spies brought information
through the lines to the South from observation points in Washington, D.C.

Mary Boykin Miller Chesnut

Author Mary Elizabeth Massey noted in “Women in the Civil War” that Mary
Chesnut was “shocked” by the apparent intimacy of female government
workers with well-known members of the Confederate legislature. A Congressman’s proposal on the floor of the House to convey female workers to
and from the legislature by vehicle prompted knowing giggles and laughter
from the members and the galleries.
Mary came to the defense of Jefferson Davis, the headstrong president and
frequent target of critics. She feared the political battering he received would
destroy any hope of success for the Confederate cause.
Despite wartime shortages of food and other necessities, the affluent society
in Richmond continued to plan parties and socials as in normal times. Mary
noted these women ignored criticism in the local newspapers, and continued
to act as if “peace and plenty blessed the land.”
The reading habits of Southerners changed once the first shot of the Civil War took place at Fort Sumter, S.C., in April 1861. Mary lamented her
money spent subscribing to Harper’s and the Atlantic magazines published
in the North was wasted, because hostile conditions prevented delivery to the
South.
The war impacted the lives of young women who married and stayed behind
as their men left to join the conflict. Mary noted that soldiers sometimes
broke the hearts of their betrothed at home, when they married “strangers”
met while on military assignment elsewhere.
As the war progressed, many slaves fled Southern plantations, seeking freedom in the North, especially after President Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863 — yet some remained loyal to their masters. Mary was
thankful that Ellen, one of her slaves, returned her diamonds several weeks
after she had entrusted them to her.

Brigadier General
James Chesnut, Jr.

With regard to Confederate officers, Mary recorded Gen. James Archer’s
comparison of the troublesome Gen. Joseph Johnston and the impetuous
Continued on next page
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Gen. John Bell Hood. Although Johnston was “a man of culture and literary
attainments,” Hood had “youth and energy … and a simple-minded directness of purpose always.”
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As the war was grinding to a halt in early 1865, Mary attributed a statement
to Gen. Robert E. Lee: “This is the people’s war; when they tire, I stop.”
Shortly thereafter, the war essentially “stopped” with Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House, Va.
When Mary Chesnut learned about President Lincoln’s assassination on April
15, 1865, she was unsympathetic and labeled it “a warning to tyrants.” With
considerable prescience she added, “He will not be the last President put to
death in the capital, though he is the first.”
Several months after the Civil War, Mary remained defiant. She noted in her
diary, “Never let me hear that the blood of the brave has been shed in vain!
No; it sends a cry down through all time.”
Fearing some of her candid comments would offend old friends, Mary considered destroying her diary. Although she preserved it, she decided not to
publish it, but several versions of her diary appeared in print after her death.
In addition to the abridged “A Diary from Dixie,” C. Vann Woodward edited
and published the diary in its entirety, titled “Mary Chesnut’s Civil War,”
which won a Pulitzer Prize. It serves as a valuable primary source about the
four traumatic years, 1861 to 1865.

The Fall of
a Confederate Commander
by Charles F. Cooney, CWT, March 1985

In the aftermath of the Battle of Shiloh a perplexing question arose and has
continued to be asked. The death of General Albert Sidney Johnston on
the first day of that fight created a void in the leadership of the Confederate armies in the Trans-Mississippi area; would the course of the Civil War
have changed had Johnston lived beyond April 6, 1862? His loss was no
less tragic than Peabody’s.
More immediate reactions to General Johnston’s death are provided in the
following extracts from then Colonel William Preston’s pocket notebook. The
first item is a letter scribbled in Preston’s notebook by Isham G. Harris, a former Governor of Tennessee and a volunteer aid on General Johnston’s Staff.
Harris was right next to the general when he was wounded.
Colonel Preston’s diary entries pick up the story of Johnston’s demise. Colonel (later Major General) Preston also served on Johnston’s staff, and was,
as well, the general’s brother-in-law.

General, CSA
Albert Sidney Johnson

Colonel Preston’s notebook forms part of the special collection of Records of the Adjutant General’s Office in the Custody of the National Archives in Washington, D.C.
Shilough Battlefield
Apl 6th 1862
Col Wm Preston
Dear Sir
In answer to vour verbal inquiry as to the circumstances
surrounding Gen]. Albert Sidney Johnston immediately
preceding his fall. As you are aware, l was acting as volunteer aid to Genl Johnston on the field.
He was upon the right wing where the enemy being
strongly posted made an obstinate stand. As you re- member, our troops, after a long and desperate struggle wavered for a moment when Gen] Johnston rushed in front of the line of battle, rallied the
Continued on page 6
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The Location of the Wounding

troops ordered and led the charge. The enemy fell back between a fourth
& one half mile, when the firing became very heavy on each side. Our
advanced position ex- posed our troops to a raking fire of a battery of the
enemy on our left. The last order the Genl gave was to direct me to “order
Col Statham of Mississippi to charge that battery.” l immediately delivered the order and rode back to the side of the Genl, said to him ”Genl
your order is delivered and being executed” just at this moment the Genl
sank down in his saddle leaning over to the left l instantly put my left
arm around him pulling him to me saying ”Genl are you wounded?” He
said “yes and l fear seriously.” Capt Wickham being on his left & l upon
his right we held him upon his horse until we guided his horse from the
crest of the hill to the ravine, where we lifted him from his horse, laid him
upon the ground. l took his head in my lap. He never spoke after answering my question though continued to breathe for 25 or 30 minutes. Immediately after dismounting the Genl Capt Wickham sent for the surgeon. l
sent a soldier to bring any staff officers he could find to me. [After] some
10 or 15 minutes your-self and other members of the staff arrived. As to
what occured after this time you are as familiar as myself.
The country will mourn his death as a national calamity.
Respectfully
Isham G. Harris
[Extracts from Colonel Preston’s entries in his notebook]
[April 6, 1862] 2.30 P.M. Johnston fell at the head of Bowens &
Breckinridges brigades after being wounded with a shell, & his
horse wounded, he was shot in the ravine. . . . l found him in
the arms of Gov Harris, wounded as I thought, but he did not
recognize me, as he was dying & swallowing a little spirits, I
thot he would revive but Govr Harris remarked it was all over.
l saw it was so & wrote a note to Genl. Beauregard, instantly
informing him. . . . from 3 to 5 Took Genl. Johnston’s dead
body to headquarters, and after arranging it, left it in charge of
Capt William Throckmorton & returned to Genl. Beauregards
Head Qrs.
The Monument
to Johnson
on the Shiloh Battlefield

Our Other Civil War
The Battle of the Badlands was fought in Dakota Territory, in what is now
western North Dakota, between the United States army led by General Alfred
Sully and the Lakota, Yanktonai, and Dakota Sioux Indian tribes. The battle
was fought August 7–9, 1864 between what are now Medora and Sentinel
Butte, North Dakota. It was an extension of the conflict begun in the Dakota War of 1862. Sully successfully marched through the badlands encountering
only moderate resistance from the Sioux.
Background
In the aftermath of the Dakota War of 1862, the U.S.
government continued to punish the Sioux, including
those who had not participated in the war. Large military expeditions into Dakota Territory in 1863 pushed
most of the Sioux to the western side of the Missouri
River and made safer the frontier of white settlement
in Minnesota and the eastern Dakotas. An important
impetus to another military campaign against the
Continued on next page
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Sioux was the desire to protect lines of communication with recently discovered goldfields in Montana and Idaho. The lifeline for the American gold
miners were steamboats plying the Missouri River through the heart of Sioux
territory.
During the winter of 1863-1864, Sully’s superior, Major General John Pope
ordered Sully to establish several forts along the Missouri River and in the
eastern Dakotas to secure the communication routes to the goldfields and to eliminate
the Sioux threat to the settlers east of the
Missouri River. Sully’s army was the largest
ever assembled to combat the Plains Indians,
comprising more than 4,000 men, many of
them in support and supply roles along the
Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers.
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Dakota
Badlands

Sully established Fort Rice on the Missouri
River in what is now North Dakota on July
7, 1864. From there, he led 2,200 men into
western Dakota Territory. In the Battle of
Killdeer Mountain on July 28, Sully defeated
about 1,600 Sioux warriors. After the battle the Sioux, along with their women and
children, scattered into the Badlands west
of Killdeer Mountain, near where the present-day South Unit of Theodore
Roosevelt National Park is located. The Dakota badlands are characterized by
“deep, impassable ravines” and “high rugged hills.”
Although running short of rations, Sully decided to continue his pursuit of
the Sioux. A Blackfoot scout said he knew a route through the Badlands
passable by Sully’s wagon train. After resting, Sully and his men plunged into
the unknown terrain ahead. His objective was to continue to pursue the Sioux
through the Badlands and then resupply his expedition by marching north
to the Yellowstone River where two steamboats full of rations awaited him.
Sully followed the Heart River upstream, entering the Badlands on August 5.
“One minute they were rolling along on what seemed like limitless prairie; the
next men and horses were lost in a maze of narrow gullies and malevolent
steeps.” Traveling with Sully was an emigrant wagon train of miners and their
wives and children.
Lakota leader Sitting Bull described the Indians in the Battle of the Badlands
as Hunkpapas, Sans Arcs, and Miniconjou Lakota, Yanktonai, and others.
The battle
On August 6, Sully and his men camped on the banks of the Little Missouri
River. The next morning a small group of Sioux opened hostilities by raiding
the horse herd of the Seventh Iowa Cavalry, and ambushing one company
of the regiment. Hundreds of Sioux warriors appeared on the hilltops near
Sully’s camp. A few cannon shots dispersed them, but the soldiers spent
a nervous night. The next morning Sully and his column moved forward
through the badlands. Sully took all precautions for defense, but a large number of Indians warriors—Sully estimated their numbers at 1,000—appeared
on the bluffs and hills at his front and flanks. The Indians showered arrows
on the soldiers, and attempted to creep close enough to do serious harm to
Sully’s army, strung out over three or four miles in the rugged terrain. Sully
responded with cannon fire and sallies by some of his cavalry. The assault
by the Sioux was more desultory than determined. Near the end of the day,
Sully’s Blackfoot guide was wounded.
Despite the opposition of the Sioux, Sully and his men advanced about 10
miles on August 8. The next day, Sully was again confronted by a large number of Indians at his front who harassed his passage. About noon Sully broke
out of the Badlands onto a large, level plain. With room to maneuver and
deploy artillery, he soon dispersed the Indians and the battle was over. Sully
found the remains of a large, recently vacated Indian camp. The Indians had
apparently scattered in all directions.
Sully estimated the Indian loss in the battle at 100 killed. That seems much
exaggerated as the Indians remained at long distance. Sully’s losses were
Continued on page 8
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Sitting Bull

Lakota Camp

Page 8

Continued from page 7 “Our other Civil War”

probably only the Blackfoot scout and a dozen soldiers wounded.
Aftermath
The Sioux strategy in the Battle of the Badlands, which was more of a running skirmish than a battle, appeared to have been to harass the soldiers,
retard their advance, and deprive them and their horses of water. That
strategy came close to working after the end of hostilities as Sully and his
men struggled across parched desert to reach the Yellowstone River, some
50 miles (80 km) distant. The men were on short rations and only a pint of
coffee each, made with alkaline water, per day; the livestock of the expedition died of thirst in large numbers. On August 12, the soldiers reached the
Yellowstone and found there the two steamboats loaded with supplies. With
great hardship because of lack of grass for horses and low water, Sully then
marched downstream, finding on his arrival at Fort Union at the junction of
the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers, that the Sioux had stampeded and stolen all but two of the horses belonging to the fort. Lacking horses and with
an army of worn-out men, Sully abandoned his plan to continue the expedition against the Sioux.
The Sully expedition of 1864 pushed the majority of the hostile Sioux west
of the Missouri River into their last strongholds of the Powder River country
and the Black Hills. The U.S. would send another large army against them in
1865 in the Powder River Expedition, but they would successfully resist.
Note on Sully:

Born: May 22, 1821, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Died: April 27, 1879 (aged 57), Fort Vancouver, 				
Washington Territory
Place of burial: Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia, 			
Pennsylvania

Brigadier General
Alfred Sully

Sully was the son of the portrait painter, Thomas Sully, of Pennsylvania. Alfred Sully
graduated from West Point in 1841. During and after the American Civil War, Sully
served in the Plains States and was widely regarded as an Indian fighter. Sully, like his
father, was a watercolorist and oil painter. Between 1849 to 1853, he became chief
quartermaster of the U.S. troops at Monterey, California, after California came under
American jurisdiction. Then, Sully created a number of watercolor and some oil paintings reflecting the social life of Monterey during that period.

The Steamer “Planter”
			and Her Captor.
Full Text of Harper’s Weekly Article From June 14, 1862
WE publish herewith an engraving of the steamer Planter, lately run out of
Charleston by her negro crew, and a portrait of her captain, ROBERT SMALLSboth from photographs sent us by our correspondent at Hilton Head. The
following, from the Herald correspondence, will explain the transaction:
One of the most daring and heroic adventures since the war commenced was
undertaken and successfully accomplished by a party of negroes in Charleston
on Monday night last. Nine colored men, comprising the pilot, engineers, and
crew of the rebel gun-boat Planter, took the vessel under their exclusive control, passed the batteries and forts in Charleston harbor, hoisted a white flag,
ran out to the blockading squadron, and thence to Port Royal, via St. Helena
Sound and Broad River, reaching the flag-ship Wabash shortly after ten o’clock
last evening.

Robert Smalls

The following are the names of the black men who performed this gallant and
perilous service: Robert Smalls, pilot; John Smalls and Alfred Gradine, engineers; Abraham Jackson, Gabriel Turno, William Morrison, Samuel Chisholm,
Abraham Allston, and David Jones. They brought with them the wife and three
children of the pilot, and the wife, child, and sister of the first engineer, John
Smalls. The balance of the party were without families.
The Planter is a high-pressure, side-wheel steamer, one hundred and forty feet
in length, and about fifty feet beam, and draws about five feet of water. She
Continued on next page
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was built in Charleston, was formerly used as a cotton-boat, and is capable of
carrying about 1400 bales. On the organization of the Confederate navy she
was transformed into a gun-boat, and was the most valuable
war vessel the Confederates had at Charleston. Her armament
consisted of one 32-pound rifle gun forward, and a 24-pound
howitzer aft. Besides, she had on board when she came into
the harbor one seven-inch rifled gun, one eight-inch Columbiad, one eight-inch howitzer, one long 32-pounder, and about
two hundred rounds of ammunition, which had been consigned to Fort Ripley, and which would have been delivered at
that fortification on Tuesday had not the designs of the rebel
authorities been frustrated. She was commanded by Captain
Relay [sic] Relyea, of the Confederate navy—all the other employes of the vessel, excepting the first and second mates, being persons of color.
Robert Smalls, with whom I had a brief interview at General Benham’s
head-quarters this morning, is an intelligent negro, born in Charleston, and
employed for many years as a pilot in and about that harbor. He entered upon
his duties on board the Planter some six weeks since, and, as he told me,
adopted the idea of running the vessel to sea from a joke which one of his
companions perpetrated. He immediately cautioned the crew against alluding
to the matter in any way on board the boat, but asked them, if they wanted to
talk it up in sober earnestness, to meet at his house, where they would devise
and determine upon a plan to place themselves under the protection of the
Stars and Stripes instead of the Stars and Bars. Various plans were proposed,
but finally the whole arrangement of the escape was left to the discretion and
sagacity of Robert, his companions promising to obey him and be ready at a
moment’s notice to accompany him. For three days he kept the provisions of
the party secreted in the hold, awaiting an opportunity to slip away. At length,
on Monday evening, the white officers of the vessel went on shore to spend the
night, intending to start on the following morning for Fort Ripley, and to be absent from the city for some days. The families of the contrabands were notified
and came stealthily on board. At about three o’clock the fires were lit under
the boilers, and the vessel steamed quietly away down the harbor. The tide
was against her, and Fort Sumter was not reached till broad daylight. However,
the boat passed directly under its walls, giving the usual signal—two long pulls
and a jerk at the whistle-cord—as she passed the sentinel.
Once out of range of the rebel guns the white flag was raised, and the Planter
steamed directly for the blockading steamer Augusta. Captain Parrott, of the
latter vessel, as you may imagine, received them cordially, heard their report,
placed Acting-Master Watson, of his ship, in charge of the Planter, and sent the
Confederate gun-boat and crew forward to Commodore Dupont. The families of the crew have been sent to Beaufort, where General Stevens will make
suitable provision for them. The crew will be taken care of by Commodore
Dupont.
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Steamer “Planter”

Captain
Henry Van Aernam Fuller
64th New York Infantry

Lieutenant
Willis G. Babcock
64th New York Infantry

The Planter is just such a vessel is needed to navigate the shallow waters between Hilton Head and the adjacent islands, and will prove almost invaluable
to the Government. It is proposed, I hear, by the Commodore, to recommend
an appropriation of $20,000 as a reward to the plucky Africans who have distinguished themselves by this gallant service—$5000 to be given to the pilot,
and the remainder to be divided among his companions.

Some Gettysburg Rock Carvings
Henry Fuller/Willis Babcock Rock Carving
Captain Henry Fuller and Lieutenant Willis Babcock of the 64th New York
Infantry were field-buried on July 2, 1863 near this rock. A soldier (Major
Bradley) had cut this design onto the boulder nearby with a sharp object to help
identify the location of the bodies. Fuller was reinterred in Little Valley Cemetery
in New York. Babcock was reinterred in the cemetery in Homer, New York.
D.A. 140 P.A. Rock Carving
Capt. David Acheson of the 140th Pennsylvania Infantry was field-buried on
July 2, 1863. A soldier had cut his initials, “D.A.” onto the boulder nearby with
Continued on page 10

The carving is becoming very weak
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a sharp object to identify the location of the body. Acheson was reinterred in
the family plot in Washington Cemetery, Washington, PA.
Captain
David Acheson
140th PA Infantry

2020 Calendar
of Subjects/Speakers
January 16 - Thursday
“Now we stand by each
other always”
Derek Maxfield and Tracy Ford
February 20 - Thursday
“The US Marine Corp at John
Brown’s Raid”
Dan Clendaniel
March 19 - Thursday
“Civil War Medicine”
John Higgins
April 16 - Thursday
“The Irish in the Civil War”
Michael Elliott
May 21 - Thursday
“Portraying Frederick Douglas”
John Anderson, Jr.
June No Meeting
“Open Date”
July 16 - Thursday
“Too Much for Human Indurance,
The George Spangler Farm
Hospitals and the Battle
of Gettysburg”
Ron Kirwood
August 20 - Thursday
“The Battle
of Kenesaw Mountain”
Mike Evans
September 17 - Thursday
“Women Voting - How Did That
Happen?”
Flagler Co. Branch of Women Voting
American Association of
University Women
October 15 - Thursday
“The Boy Who Became Known as
“Stonewall””

Dean Hardman

November 19 - Thursday
“The Capture of Galveston”
Dr John Quarstein
December 10 - Thursday
“Religion During the Civil War”
Dr David Oertel

D.A.
140
P.A.

Get your new Palm Coast Civil War Round
Table hat at our next meeting!
They’re only $10! And they are adjustable so
they fit almost everyone! Look sharp as you
sport about town in this new and stylish ball
cap, not to mention it gives you a chance
to tell others about our terrific, historical
group! Only $10!!!

Directions:

From I 95 going South
Take Exit 289
Turn left on to Palm Coast Parkway
(Go 1.6 miles)
Make the first right turn after
passing Colbert Lane

Meeting is at Building #3, Room #105
Daytona State College
Flagler Palm Coast Campus
3000 Palm Coast Parkway SE
Palm Coast, FL. 32137

From I 95 going North
Take Exit 289
Turn right on to Palm Coast Parkway (Go .6 mile)
Make the first right turn after
passing Colbert Lane
From Hammock Bridge
West on Palm Coast Parkway NE
(Go .7 mile)
Turn left on to Colbert Lane
(Go .3 Mile)
Turn left on to Palm Coast Parkway
SE (Go .1 mile)
Turn right after passing Colbert
Lane

Grant Atkinson
David Burns
Donald Wiles
Janice Hoskins

Leadership Team
Chairman, Program Director, Treasurer
Membership and Notifications
Newsletter
Public Relations

